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Alberta Partners for Arts and Culture (APAC) is an

informal coalition comprised of Alberta's Provincial

Arts Service Organizations and Cultural Industry

Service Organizations. APAC advocates for a strong

and sustainable arts and cultural sector in Alberta and

speaks collectively on priorities and opportunities that

impact our members.

This guide is a nonpartisan outline to encourage arts and

culture nonprofits, their members, and arts patrons to

use their voice and vote in the various municipal

elections on October 18, 2021 in municipalities, towns,

and villages across Alberta. 

Regardless of the size or location of the election you vote

in, it’s important to keep arts and culture in the

conversation.

** summer villages, improvement districts, special areas, First Nations, and the Alberta side of

the City of Lloydminster do not have municipal elections this October
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Election Information

List of Cities, Municipal Districts, Towns, and Villages with Elections on October 18, 2021

Cities:

Edmonton

Calgary

Airdrie

Brooks

Camrose

Chestermere

Cold Lake

Fort Saskatchewan

Grande Prairie

Lacombe

Leduc

Lethbridge

Medicine Hat

Red Deer

Spruce Grove

St. Albert

Wetaskiwin

Municipal Districts:

Arcadia No. 34

Athabasca County

Barrhead County

Beaver County

Big Lakes County

Bighorn No. 8

Birch Hills County

Bonnyville No. 87

Brazeau County

Camrose County

Cardston County

Clear Hills County

Clearwater County

Cypress County

Fairview No. 136

Flagstaff County

Foothills No. 31

Forty Mile No. 8 County

Grande Prairie No. 1 County

Greenview No. 16

Kneehill County

Lac La Biche County

Lac Ste. Anne County

Lacombe County

Leduc County

Lesser Slave River No. 124

Lethbridge County

Minburn No. 27 County

Mountain View County

Newell County

Northern Lights County

Northern Lights County

Opportunity No. 17

Paintearth No. 18 County

Parkland County

Peace No. 135

Pincher Creek No. 9

Ponoka County

Provost No. 52

Ranchland No. 66

Red Deer County

Rocky View County

Saddle Hills County

Smoky Lake County

Smoky River No. 130

Spirit River No. 19

St. Paul No. 19

Starland County

Stettler No. 6 County

Sturgeon County

Taber

Thorhild County

Two Hills No. 21 County

Vermillion River County

Vulcan County

Wainwright No. 61

Warner No. 5 County

Westlock County

Wetaskiwin No. 10 County

Wheatland County

Willow Creek No. 26

Woodlands County

Yellowhead County

Towns:

Athabasca

Banff

Barrhead

Bashaw

Bassano

Beaumont

Beaverlodge

Bentley

Black Diamond

Blackfalds

Bon Accord

Bonnyville

Bow Island

Bowden

Bruderheim

Calmar

Canmore

Cardston

Carstairs

Castor

Claresholm

Coaldale

Coalhurst

Cochrane

Coronation

Crossfield

Daysland

Devon

Didsbury

Drayton Valley

Drumheller

Eckville

Edson

Elk Point

Fairview

Falher

Fort Macleod

Fox Creek

Gibbons

Grande Cache

Granum

Grimshaw

Hanna

Hardisty

High Level

High Prairie

High River

Hinton

Innisfail

Irricana

Killam

Lamont

:Legal

Magrath

Manning

Mayerthorpe

McLennan

Milk River

Millet

Morinville

Mundare

Nanton

Okotoks

Towns Con't:

Olds

Onoway

Oyen

Peace River

Penhold

Picture Butte

Pincher Creek

Ponoka

Provost

Rainbow Lake

Raymond

Redcliff

Redwater

Rimbey

Rocky Mountain House

Sedgewick

Sexsmith

Slave Lake

Smoky Lake

Spirit River

St. Paul

Stavely

Stettler

Stony Plain

Strathmore

Sundre

Swan Hills

Sylvan Lake

Taber

Thorsby

Three Hills

Tofield

Trochu

Turner Valley

Two Hills

Valleyview

Vauxhall

Vegreville

Vermillion

Viking

Wainwright

Wembley

Westlock

Whitecourt

Specialized

Municipality:

Crowsnest Pass

Jasper

Mackenzie County

Strathcona County

Wood Buffalo

Improvement

District:

Kananaskis

Villages:

Acme

Alberta Beach

Alix

Alliance

Amisk

Andrew

Arrowwood

Barnwell

Barons

Bawlf

Beiseker

Berwyn

Big Valley

Bittern Lake

Boyle

Breton

Carbon

Carmangay

Caroline

Cereal

Champion

Chauvin

Chipman

Clive

Clyde

Consort

Coutts

Cowley

Cremona

Czar

Delburne

Delia

Dewberry

Donalda

Duchess

Edberg

Edgerton

Elonora

Empress

Ferintosh

Foremost

Forestburg

Gadsby

Girouxville

Glendon

Glenwood

Halkirk

Hay Lakes

Heisler

Hill Spring

Hines Creek

Holden

Hughenden

Hussar

Jythe

Innisfree

Irma

Kitscoty

Linden

Lomond

Longview

Mannville

Milo

Villages Con't:

Morrin

Munson

Nampa

Nobleford

Paradise Valley

Rockyford

Rosalind

Rosemary

Rycroft

Ryley

Spring Lake

Standard

Stirling

Veteran

Vilna

Wabamun

Warburg

Warner

Waskatenau
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Election Information

What are you voting on?                                                                            Important Dates:

regarding the elimination of equalization payments

from the Constitution

whether or not Albertans wish to continue with

Daylight Saving Time clock changes

electors will vote to select three Senate candidates,

who the province will forward to the Queen’s Privy

Council for Canada for filling future vacancies related

to Alberta in the Senate of Canada

Municipal elections in all areas will ask voters to elect a

mayor or councillors, or both, to represent you at a local

level. In addition, some municipalities will ask for you to

vote for a schoolboard trustee. 

A significant addition to this election will be voting on

provincial issues:

If your municipality or locale is an exception and will not

be holding an election, you must go to the nearest

polling district to vote on these provincial issues.

Nomination day: (final day to

submit to run for any

position)

Advanced Polling

Election Day

All municipal websites have

links with detailed

information on polling

station locations for election

day and advanced polling.

Websites will also have a list

of candidates and their

contact/website to learn

more about their platforms.

September 20, 2021

October 4 - 13, 2021

October 18, 2021

How to find out more about your

local elections:

COVID 19 Risk Reduction

Candidates and volunteers

should wear masks during

the campaign

Masks will be mandated

when at the polling stations

Frequent sanitation within

polling stations

Social distancing guidelines

will be clearly marked

Pens and pencils for ballots

will be sanitized or be

single-use

The following regulations are in

place across the province for the

municipal elections to ensure a

safe election period:



Arts and Culture in Alberta

A brief message to candidates As leaders within Alberta's
creative scene, APAC is
eager to be a resource to
candidates, regardless of
location or position, seeking
out their constituents'
cultural needs.

GET OUT TO VOTE ! ALBERTA MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

APAC 2021 PAGE 3

In 2019, the visual and applied arts and live

performance industries contributed approximately

$1.3 billion in GDP and sustained nearly 20,000 jobs

in Alberta (1). 

Federal research by Stats Canada has shown that in

2020, the Covid-19 pandemic and necessary

responses (cancellation of events, festivals and

performances; operating restrictions; and changing

consumer preferences for physically distanced, at-

home and online activities) to combat the global

pandemic resulted in a mass operational revenue

fall in arts, culture, and recreation industries.

Despite government assistance, salaries,

commissions, and benefits for those working in

these industries also fell (2). See the chart below

supplied by Stats Canada (2).

We ask candidates to take in these stats this

election and recognize the importance of keeping

the arts and culture industry at the forefront of their

platforms. As candidates running for MPs, we ask

you to reflect our voices within your party. 



Keeping Arts and Culture in Political Conversations

Why does arts and culture advocacy matter for arts oragnizations and individuals?

Do's and don't of our political advocacy as an organization (best
practices):

DO focus on your organization's needs

DO give all candidates an equal opportunity to present their views

DON'T promote or oppose a candidate publicly or internally

DON'T work on campaigns

DON'T transfer resources (financial or physical) to assist only their

campaign
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In the 2017 municipal elections, voter turnout in Edmonton

sat at just 31%, while Calgary had nearly 60%. Both of these

are still less than provincial and federal elections (3).

Albertans care about the federal and provincial elections;

however, local elections can often have a massive effect on

festivals, events, and arts and culture development in the

community. Arts and culture leaders, community members,

and patrons need to use these elections as a stage to voice

their needs and wants.

People are less likely to vote when they don't hear issues

that they care about in political conversations, believe their

vote won't make a difference, or feel uneducated about

their vote (4).

As leaders in the industry, we have the resources to

approach elections from a nonpartisan perspective while

still encouraging arts and culture advocacy and a larger

voter turnout. Simple engagement and educational posts

on nonprofit's digital platforms alone have increased voter

turnout (5). 

There are responsible ways to advocate for the industry,

which vary depending on your role. We encourage leaders

in the arts and culture nonprofit sector to remain

nonpartisan; however, private businesses and citizens have

more leeway to be vocal about their votes.

your voice and
your vote make a

difference



Municipal Elections Overview
from the Government of
Alberta

Edmonton Chamber of
Voluntary Organizations:
Election Resources for
Nonprofits

Creative Calgary: Arts
Advocacy Toolkit & Calgary
Candidate Information 

The Sprawl Independent
Journalism Municipal
Election Coverage

Keeping Arts and Culture in Political Conversations

Helpful Resources: Click the links below 
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https://www.alberta.ca/municipal-elections-overview.aspx
https://ecvo.ca/election2021/
https://www.creativecalgary.org/a-case-for-the-arts
https://www.creativecalgary.org/a-case-for-the-arts
https://www.sprawlalberta.com/editions/the-election-edition-2021


Question to ask Candidates

Adapted from the Alberta Dance Alliance Federal Election Guide

 What is your platform on funding for the arts and

culture sector in your municipality?

How do you plan to work with arts & culture

organizations within your locale in regards

delivering funding (through grants or otherwise)?

What are your plans to get artists back to work (as

an industry that was first to shut because of Covid-

19 ,  and it the last to reopen)?

 What will you do to ensure a continuum of

programs supporting diversity ,  equity ,  inclusion ,  and

reconciliation initiatives in your locale cultural

organizations and arts projects?

Regarding financial assistance for creative workers

and organizations:

 Regarding inclusivity:
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Sources

 Sta t i s t i c s  Canada ,  Prov inc i a l  and  Te r r i t o r i a l  Cu l tu re  I nd i ca to r s ,

2019  l i nk

 Sta t i s t i c s  Canada :  F inanc ia l  impac t s  o f  the  pandemic  on  the

cu l tu re ,  a r t s ,  ente r ta inment  and  r ec rea t i on  i ndus t r i e s  i n  2020

l ink

 Edmonton   Vote r  Tu rnout  l i nk

CCVO ' s  Vote  k i t  2019  l i nk  

New  Horns ,  Old  Di lemmas :  Po l i c y  engagement  i n  a  po la r i zed

env i ronment  by  Roger  Gibb ins  2018  l i nk  

Lobby ing  Act  Canada  r egu la t i ons  i n fo rmat ion  l i nk

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

GET OUT TO VOTE ! ALBERTA MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

APAC 2021 PAGE 6

Document created by Alberta Dance Alliance on behalf of Alberta Partners for Arts and Culture.
For inquiries please reach out to

Tamanna Khurana
(info@abdancealliance.ab.ca)

https://www.affta.ab.ca/news/september-month-artist-alberta
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/pub/45-28-0001/2021001/article/00033-eng.pdf?st=aNxjtTao
https://edmontonsocialplanning.ca/social-well-being/f-social-inclusion/f4-social-inclusion/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5aef5b46cef3728571e6c46c/t/6064d42f1ad9931636fda7e9/1617220656114/Provincial%2BElection%2BToolkit%2B2019.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5aef5b46cef3728571e6c46c/t/%205bb29145f4e1fcc82ad1c999/1538429254731/Rogers+Gibbins+New+Horns_%20Old+Dilemmas+speech_091918.pdf
https://lobbycanada.gc.ca/en/registration-and-compliance/are-you-required-to-register-in-the-federal-registry-of-lobbyists/
mailto:info@abdancealliance.ab.ca

